Mirra makes merry!

Usha Stud Farm product, ridden by Antony Raj, races to glory at Mahalaxmi

PRAKASH GOSAVI
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MIRRA ensured It was a spe-
cial Sunday for racegoers by
winning the Indian Derbwy (Gr
1) at the Mahalaxmi racetrack.

Owned and bred by Ameeta
Mehra of the Usha stud farm,
Mirra was trained by Banga-
lore-based Arjun Mangalorkar
and ridden by Antony Raj 5.
This was the first Indian Der-
by victory for both, trainer
and jockey while it was a re-
cord 15th Derby triumph for
Usha Stud.

Historic moment for farm

The farm created history on
Sunday when all the First four
finishers in the Derby—Mir-
ra, King's Ransom, Wall Street
and |mperial Power—were
their products. Interestingly,
this is the golden jubilee year
for the leading Indian stud
farm, started in 1973 by Amee-
ta's father Major PK Mehra.
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"My thoughts go out to my
father, said an emotional
Ameeta in a post-race inter-
view. “[ am very pleased with
Mirra’s victory for another
reason. | had sensed she was
special and named her aftermy
guru, Mother Mirma of Pondi-
cherry”

Jockey Antony Ha) settled
Mirra in mid-bunch as the
starter flagged off the biggest
derby field (19) in recent years
Hot favourite, King's Ransom
(PS Chouhan up) chose to bide
his time and raced near the
rear end of the field, almost
more than 20 lengths off the
pace. Around the final turn,
Chouhan skirted the field from
the outside, and though King's
Ransom put in a gallant effort
to seriously threaren Mirra in
the final furlong, it was clear
King’s Ransom had exhausted
herself, and Mirra, poaded by
Antony Raj, kicked on to in-
scribe her name in the Indian
Derby record books.

“Antony Ra] rode an abso-
lutely perfect race,” sald trainer
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Mangalorkar. He also thanked
owner/breeder Ameetaand her
team at the farm.

Trainer enamoured

Interestingly, the trainer, after
winning the Bangalore Oaks
with Mirra, was so enamoured
with Mirra that he decided to
skip the Bangalore Derby, and
requested Ameeta to give him
permission to pitch Mirra for
the Indian Derby at Mahalax-
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mi. Interestingly, Mirra is the
daughter of Myrtlewood who
had narrowly missed winning
the Indian Derby—ironically,
in the hands of jockey PS
Chouhan—in 2016. Mirra
made Myrtlewood proud
by wvicariously Tulfilling her
dream of winning the Indian
Derby, again, ironically, when
jockey PS Chouhan astride
King's Ransom, had to play
second fiddle to her.

_.F-_ ﬁ.

Indian Derby winner Mirra with jockey S Antony Raj, owner Ameeta

Mehra (right) and trainer Arjun Mangalorkar {extrame left)




TIMES SPORT

‘Mirra shock for King’s Ransom

5L Shamth Kaenar

B'lore Filly Keeps
Favourite At Bay To
Win Indian Derby

Shailendra Awasthi
Whimesgroup.coem

Mumbai: The Indinn Derby, the
most prestiglous race of the Dl En
turf, has always been conaldersd n
grovevard for favourites ns nol
many have gone on to win, On Sun
day oo, public choire King's Ran
som met her match in Mirra, the
1071 Bangalore challenger who
slipped into the lesd 300 metres from
the winning post and staved off o
splirited challenge from the favou-
rite to lnnd the coveted crown.

To mvoid traffic issues in o big
field. jockey Pradesp Chouhan
brought Pesi Shroffschooled filly
King's Ransom from wide of the
field to come into contention head
ing down the homestretch and that
perhaps went In favour of the Arjun
Mangalorkar-trained and Antony
R bcledd winmer:

“Thers werealways many iSsues
in such a reputed race where the
bestof the horses are inthe hunt so
I ehiid mot try b track any rival and
rowlie s B 1 wes riding alome, ™ Ched
vear-ald Antony, who had won the
Hyderabad Derby nstride Salento
last Sunday, told TOL It was the
third time lucky for Antony who
rode in the provious iwo editions of
this mega race. “It's 8 dresm come
trise for me as ke overy jockey [ kad
always dreamt of winning Indiamn
Dorby.” he added.

Antomy had setthed down Mirra

WINNER BY A LENGTH: Jockey Antony Raj guiding the Bangalore challenger Mirrz to a shocking victory over favourite
King's Ransom In the Indian Derby at the Mahalaxmi Racecourse on Sunday

in the rear bunch of contenders
from the start alongside King's Ran-
som and Once You Go Black. As the
field trovelled for the finnl turn led
by Shamrock, Antony, who was mak-
ing gradual progress atop Mirra all
along, hit the frorl and established a
winning lead. Chouhan brougit
Kings Runsom from the wide of the
Ml fo chase the bender but Diled (o
overtake hier and lost by a length.
Trainer Mangalorkar said he
had the faith in his flly “1 brought
hier 1o Mumbai ekipping the Banga
lore Derby 1 could have brought her
here sarlier but waited for her to
win a classic, It was only after she
won the Bangnlore Oaks almost a
month ago, we declded o bring her
here,” sakl the 51vearald forwhom

itwns his first Indian Derby success.
Hix 15 having the most suceoessiul sea-
son in his 25 vears as a tmlner hav-
ing won fotir classicsthrough Salen-
to i Hydhorabod

For Mirre"s owner Ameota Meh-
ra, who runs a very successful stud
ferm called Usha in Guragram, Ha-
ryveres, it was 15th Indian Derby s
s bt the st in hercolours, I 15
agreal moment for us as we crsated
Indian Derby history when all the
first four finishiers were bred of our
s farm in the golden johiles year
of tsexistence,”™

Wall Street, owned by former
RWITC chairman Vivek Jain and
athier pariners, whom not many bhe
lirved even existod In the race hay-
ing svallable at 100 to 1 amnd abowve,

finished an impressive third

It was the most successful Derby
day forthe Royal Western India Turd
Chub too in recent Vears ns more
than 15000 people thronpesd the Ma-
halaxmi racecourse to soak intothe
glamorous atmosphere of the big
day it is known for

Theninth and the last raceol the
ovening the NorthAlley MilHon
was canceled- due to smog. “The
jockeys made A representation to
the stewards stating due to smogthe
vigilility was extremely poor henee
the stewards of the dub, taking the
same intoconsideration forthe safe-
iy ol the horses and jockeys, decided
to eaneel the last rmoe of the day to-
day” read the stalement issued by
the BWITC
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Mirra produces a superb run to take the bragging
rights in the prestigious Indian Derby

RALING

MUMBAL: Miss Amecia Mehras
chamypion filly Mirra, piloted by
Aoy Kal 5, won the lndian
[Berbey (Gr.d), at the Mahalaxmi
mace course here on Sunday, The
winner i tmined by Arjun
Mlarmlorkar

Mirra, who was racing comiort-
ably in the elglth  posidoen
throwghoot the irip, mproved o
sivth [ &t the hend belore
Aoy the daughber of Speaking
ol Wilch-Myrthewood linto bop
pear. She guickly took the lsad
aindd Fegght & chase batle 10 over-
come the challenge from King's
Bansom and win by a length,

Impressive recond
The Usha Svsd Farem was estab-
lisheed by Maj. LK. Mebyra in 973
aml Amssets Mebira, who contin-
ues her [Fther's legacy, not only
achieved the I5th Indian Derby
win for the arm on Sunday but
Lhe firsd fowr horses i the Derly
were hred &t the farme which is
trufy historic

Tradrwr Karthik Ganapathy's
vericler mare |ulieti=, which won
the Eclipse Stakes OF India In ;|
great style, will be p
thie Leidian Tuel lavidation Cigs .l!l
Beengalurns nest manth,

Tramier . Slall saddlsd dires
winmners an ithe ;

1. USHA STUTY MILLIOMN: JAMART
(. Trewven) I, Smiles O Fortane
(Yash Marreduo) I, Granpar {Ak-
shuy  Komary 3 oand Big el
(Sandesh) 4. Mot run: Captializim.
1042 aned Xt 37 465 126 dw,
H nnd 14 (pb. SHP: B9, FI%: 130, Q¢
155, Tanals: 164 and 46. Favouribe:
Granpar. Uwners: Mr KN
[lunjibslwiry amd Br 200 Dlnmjile
hary rep. Five Stars Shipping Co
Pl Ltd, Mr. Bama Sestwu Evimnd,
M. Sulon] Sonmwala & M. BR,
T ker, Trainer: P Shrell

Proud champilen: Amesta Mehma, ight, trainer Agun Manglarkar, second from left, and Allen Singh
representing Usha Stud Farms leading in the Indian Derby winner Mirra [Antony Raj up). EMMANUAL YOGINI

2. DIEGE HIVEILA RUIFSS] PATEL
TROIYE NN o LT (TS,
Chouthan) 1, Abead Of My Time
{Samadesh) 2, Coeur De Liom (Mus
takimd 3 and Soccessor (5
; i 4, 34, Nk and 4. Im,
3.5 T dwl, 16 and 13 (p). SHP
21, Fir: 90, (O 25, Tanala: 127 and
HE. Favoierite: Alead OF My Time.
Dwmers: Mr. Vijay B Shirke, M,
Vijay B. Shirke, Mr. Jay V. Shirke,

r. Dara K. Melva rep, Darashow
Mlooadstock Pvi. Lkl & Bc
Bhupinder Simgh. Tradiner: P
Shrodf.

Js SI HONI MEHTA DREEDERS'
PROGUCE STAKES: INISH COLD (5.
Saglain 1, 5ea The Sum (PS5,
Chouhan 2, Dream Alllance

Candesh) 3 and Waikiki (Parmarh
d, 3-172, B3 and Nk Bm, 23.5]s.
£35 (wl, 153 and 18 (p). SHI: J6,
FP: 128, ): 71, Tanala: X% and T4
Favomirine: Diream Alllance. (wm
ers: Mr. Mukul Somawala, Mr. [kE.
Thacker rep. 0T Racing & Aneed
e LLIF & Mr. Noser Panthaky.
Traliver: Dalles Todywalla.

& I & A REEALTY ECLISE
STAKES OF IN¥OLA: JULIETTE (.5
Jodlsad 1 Forest Fluine (Samdesl)
2, Truly Eplc {tmran Chelsiyd 3 and
In Contention (%, Saglain) 4. 2m,
CHL A3, T156w), tiand 1] [[I-:I..'-iHI"
UE, FI: 13, @ 11, Tanaks: <44 amd
d3. Frovourie: julistie. Owner:
BB, Hamaswamy Chegtiar aff
Chetiine] Charliable  Truest.

j -

Trainer: Karthik {'..1r|q'[.-.:|r'l1.:|l

R AL PR TN BEAACTE LA,
MADNEN SIULTI-MILLION:
rioamisy (N5, Parmar) 1, The
Gepeial (Bhowamid 2, Dream
Seller CAjinkyal 3 and She's A
Teaser {5. Saghlind 4. Not run:
Pride’s Primce. 2, 1014 and 714
. 10U0s, TG dwd, L2, 10 andd 21
{ph. SHPF: 30, FP: 46, Ot 32,
Tanala: 307 and 0, Favourite:
Fighitom, Owneer: M Prashant
Nagar rep, 5K] Thoroughbreds
Pt Led Teainor: ALKL |

6. THE INIHAN THERDY: MIRRA
{SPEAKING OF WHICH-MYNLTLE-
WOCHN (ANTONY A £ 1, King's
Ransom {sMulrichimensional China
Creek) (PS5, Chouband 2, Wall
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Streat (Spanking OF Which-Nifty)
l;.'l.hhl:.-lﬁ.m:'r] T and Irrrpqﬂ'l
Power (Multhidianenisioaal-
Majestic Opinbon) 4. Not run:
Bing Lowis. 1 1 @ 1-1720 2m,
4. PR Dwd, 21, 15 and 121 dp),
SIP; 35, FI: 396, O 20, Tanala:
14,530 and 2707 Fawvourioe:
King's Ramsom. Owner: Aliss
Amerta Mehra, Trainer: Arjun
Manglorkar.

T COER ALANTHEL CIRONOHE SEIL-
LIS EMPEROR RODERIC (C.
Umesh] 1, Raffaello (5. Saglaind 2,
MagBeto (Parmar) 3 and Flding
Scomman (Meerafh 4. 1462, Shd
and 2172 b, 9348, dpecond
tismiel, 240 (wi, 18, 2 and 37 (pk
SHP: G5, P 563 ) 171, Tanaln
4,543 and 1,712 Favonrine: faby
Bazoolka, Cemers: M Cynis &
Poomawalla, Mr Adar ©. Poon
anmlla & Mri. Natasha A Poon-
awills repn Villoo Poonrs alla Ma-
cing & Hreeding Pwt. Lid., Mr
Muokuol Sonawala, Mr RE
Thark:'rrr]'i. |'I'I'E:|rlr|g_.ll:- Hrewid
ers LLP & hir. 5.1 Saneis Tradness
i Shroff.

f: RACEZWTN:.CIE MILLIOY
SAN SALVATGRE (K. Mozl 1, Inam-
orata (5, Chonhan) 2, Lord Fend
cia (Akshay Kumar) 1 and My
Irincess {Parmar) 4. 214, 2 and
KNk Im, Z2GHe FIT2 (w), 59 1
and 30 (ph. SHP: 34, FP: 9269, O
T, Tamala: 4 457 and 2,315, Fa-
wendr e liamarata, Devierss N
Gauray Serhi, Kr. Abhhimanyn |
Thackersey, Kanndfka D, Koccha
& Mr. Vishal K. Doctar rep. Decid
iy Facior LLF: Trainer; Altamash
A Alumed.

A, NOETHALLEY MILLIOMN:
Cancelled due 10 fog and poor
vl hility

Jackepat: (1) A PR (30
fhis), 307 136 (458 ckew ) (00
IO A9, 344 (HE s, )

Treble = ) 120 (199 ks.), G
o, (i) 5457 {3 thos).

.lil.lrh-rqu.'h]'um: 100 38 T42




Mirra claims
the prestigious
Indian Derby

Proud champion: Ameeta Mehra, right, trainer Arjun Manglorkar,

]
------

- _.fﬁ.n'.

second from left, and Allen Singh representing Usha Stud Farms
leading in the Indian Derby winner Mirra (Antony Raj up).

EMMANUAL YOGINI

MUMBAI: Miss Ameeta Meh-

ra’s champion filly Mirra,

piloted by Antony Raj S,
won the Indian Derby
(Gr.1), at the Mahalaxmi
race course here on Sun-
day. The winner is trained
by Arjun Manglorkar.
Mirra, who was racing
comfortably in the eighth
position throughout the
trip, improved to sixth po-
sition at the bend before
Antony the daughter of
Speaking of Which-Myrtle-
wood into top gear. She

quickly took the lead and
fought a close battle to
overcome the challenge
from King’s Ransom and
win by a length.

The Usha Stud Farm
was established by Maj.
P.K. Mehra in 1973 and
Ameeta Mehra, who conti-
nues her father’s legacy,
not only achieved the 15th
Indian Derby win for the
farm on Sunday but the
first four horses in the Der-
by were bred at the farm
which is truly historic.
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(, Konkan, Indore, Bhopal, E-papear
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™ VEER IS THE MOST
CHALLENGING CHARACTER:
KARAN KUNDRRA

WEATHER
33%. 23°c.

Sunrise : 0712 am
Sunset : 06:33 pm

HOOFS OF GLORY
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Mirra, a Bangalore-based horse, won the India Derby ahead of '||IE I‘aruu rite Ilmn 3 Hansum al the Hahala:m} racecourse on
sunday. The jockey riding the winner was Antony Raj § and the filly came from the stable ol Arjun Mangalorkar
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Mirra shock for King's Ransom

TNN | Feb 6, 2023, 08.39 AM IST

MUMBAI: The Indian Derby, the most prestigious race of the Indian turf,
has always been considered a graveyard for favourites as not many have
gone on to win. On Sunday too, public choice King’s Ransom met her
match in Mirra, the 10/1 Bangalore challenger who slipped into the lead
300 metres from the winning post and staved off a spirited challenge from
the favourite to land the coveted crown.

To avoid traffic issues in a big field, jockey Pradeep Chouhan brought Pesi
Shroff-schooled filly King’s Ransom from wide of the field to come into

contention heading down the homestretch and that perhaps went in

WINNER BY A LENGTR: jothey Aty R Dindng (he Bandgaion chadenges WFrh B2 Shockiog victary tvif (e i _ i i i i
N it o i Dt o (A ¥ e 00 S favour of the Arjun Mangalorkar-trained and Antony Raj-guided winner.

“There were always many issues in such a reputed race where the best of the horses are in the hunt, so | did not try to track
any rival and rode as if | was riding alone,” the 34-year-old Antony, who had won the Hyderabad Derby astride Salento last
Sunday, told TOL.

It was the third time lucky for Antony who rode in the previous two editions of this mega race.

“It's a dream come true for me as like every jockey, | had always dreamt of winning Indian Derby,” he added.

Antony had settled down Mirra in the rear bunch of contenders from the start alongside King’s Ransom and Once You Go
Black. As the field travelled for the final turn led by Shamrock, Antony, who was making gradual progress atop Mirra all along,

hit the front and established a winning lead.

Chouhan brought King’s Ransom from the wide of the field to chase the leader but failed to overtake her and lost by a length.


https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/

Trainer Mangalorkar said he had the faith in his filly.

“| brought her to Mumbai skipping the Bangalore Derby. | could have brought her here earlier but waited for her to win a
classic. It was only after she won the Bangalore Oaks almost a month ago, we decided to bring her here,” said the 51-year-old
for whom it was his first Indian Derby success. He is having the most successful season in his 25 years as a trainer having won
four classics through Salento in Hyderabad. For Mirra’s owner Ameeta Mehra, who runs a very successful stud farm called Usha
in Gurugram, Haryana, it was 15th Indian Derby success but the first in her colours.

“It is a great moment for us as we created Indian Derby history when all the first four finishers were bred at our stud farm in the
golden jubilee year of its existence.”

Wall Street, owned by former RWITC chairman Vivek Jain and other partners, whom not many believed even existed in the race
having available at 100 to 1 and above, finished an impressive third. It was the most successful Derby day for the Royal Western
India Turf Club too in recent years as more than 15000 people thronged the Mahalaxmi racecourse to soak into the glamorous
atmosphere of the big day it is known for. The ninth and the last race of the evening, the NorthAlley Million was canceled- due
to smog.

“The jockeys made a representation to the stewards stating due to smog the visibility was extremely poor hence the stewards
of the club, taking the same into consideration for the safety of the horses and jockeys, decided to cancel the last race of the
day today,” read the statement issued by the RWITC.
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Mirra does a classic double

Feb 6,2023, 0811 AM IST

o g

CORNER

4. (1-2-5) Juliette 1:Forest Flame 2:Truly Epic 3.

5. (4-6-3) Fight On 1:The General 2:Dream Seller 3.
6. (17-16-14) Mirra 1: King's Ransom 2: Wall Street 3.
7. (10-4-9) Emperor Roderic 1:Raffaello 2:Magileto 3.
8. (4-1-7) San Salvatore 1:lnamorata 2:Lord Fenicia 3

9th race CANCELLED 3.

Kolkata: Arjun Manglorkar- nursed Mirra claimed the Indian Derby Grade |
on Sunday at the Mahalaxmi. The daughter of Myrtlewood having come
fresh from her conquest in the Bangalore derby and was confidently
ridden by Antony Raj S.

Mumbai short results

(With Inter-Venue Dividends)

1. (7-6-4) Jamari 1:Smiles Of Fortune 2:Grandpa 3. Not run. Capitolium.
2. (2-1-6) Northern Lights 1:Ahead Of My Time 2:Coeur De Lion 3.

3. (1-5-3) Irish Gold 2:Sea The Sun 2:Dream Alliance 3.
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Jackpot: Rs 45,064 paid on four legs. Mini Jackpot: Rs c/o. Treble: () Rs 196 (Il) Rs 221 (lll) Rs 1,566 pain on two legs.
Shivalik may win:

Sarfaraz Khan-nursed Shivalik may win the Himmat Nagar Plate on Monday at Delhi.

Delhi Selections

1.30pm: 1. Jet Sukhoi 2. Treasure 3. Franco.

2pm: 1. Shivalik Queen 1:Jet Rafle 3. Another Rainbow.

2.30pm: 1. Periwinkle 2. Shwetamber 3. Girl Power.

3pm: 1. Niche Storm 2. Bagi 3. Jet Space.

3.30pm: 1. Eliminator 2. Ashwa Frankie 3. Master Van Dyck.

4pm: 1. Colonel Harty 2. Oralie 3. Sir Ramon.

Day’s Best: Periwinkle. Good Double: Jet Sukhoi and Niche Storm.





