T would be churlish to fault

any of the jockeys whose
mounts figured in the most
thrilling photo-finish of a Derby
held anywhere in India, nay,
in the whole world. The Bombay
commentator lost his breath
when reading the last phase
of the Indian Derby at
Mahaluxmi. Even before he
could say. “it's Track Lightning”
came “it's Christoffe”, “Furioso
has taken over”. "Happy Land-
ing is coming on”

If even to listeners at the
intervenue betting centres the
excitement was too much, how
much more would it have been
to those who were privileged
to witness this out-of-the world
finish in a Derby! An Old Bom-
bayite would say, “its THE
DERBY sir, here The others...”.
He is entitled to this opinion.

Naturally, after Tracklightning
Wias nearly pipped by Christoffe
some would say that Barclay
could have waited still more,
because Track Lightning has
a tendency to stop once he
hits the front Others would
say that Craine should have
set on tus final run on Christoffe
a little earlier To a lesser degree,
criticism might be made of
Kinane and Jagdesh, who were
astride Happy Landing and
Furioso — the least fancied
of the four

This race proved that in a
classic where all horses are
tuned up to the peak of form
he would be a rash prophet
who dogmatically asserts the
chances of a particular con-
tender. The closeness of the
result might tempt the owners
of seemingly no-chance horses
to leave their wards in.

The latest Indian Derby would
have given the biggest boost
t9 the forthcoming lnvitation
at Guindy next month. Ali four
horses might have to be
nominated by Bombay Add
to the list Potential Champion,

winner of the Indian Oaks. The"

other classic champion. Sov-
ereign Crown, from the formida-
ble Byramji's stable who is
awaiting the signal at Bangalore,

should add interest to the race.

Maybe for the Guindyites

.there is no horse to root for.
But on this account the Invitation

(March 8) should not go without
a Madras representative.
Though their horses’ form might
have already been exposed
there is no knowing why they
shouln't fare differently in a
race that might be run differently.

On March 7, the newly-in-
stituted Stayers Cup — the
Madras Race Club has pleaded
with other sister turf clubs that
this new race should become
a permanent feature in the Invita-
tion-eve programme — might
after all see a Madras horse
turning up a decisive winner.
Own Opinion won the Queen
Elizabeth I Cup over 2,800
m at Calcutta with ridiculous
ease. Last year his bracketmate,
Red Chieftan, scored in this
prestigious race for stayers.
With only 200 metres to go
Own Opinion will not be hard
put to it to get the extended
trip and give some consolation
to the local patrons (even if
this sounds a little parochial}
unless that champion schooler
Byramji produces another ‘un
to down the Madras colours
again.

Everynsky has beaten the
whole lot over longer trips.
But whether he has the ability
to stay better than Own Opinion
over the longest trip of Indian
racing remains to be seen. In
his last run at Guindy (South
India Derby), Commissar gave
the impression of a good stayer.
But his Mahaluxmi's perform-
ance takes it away.

On the day Own Opinion
won the Queen Elezabeth I
Cup there was further cheerful
news for Madras owners whose
3-year-old, Indra (Goldbricker-
Anne Boleyn) won her second

important race for first season -

horses at Calcutta. Quite
unfancied she claimed the
Champagne Stakes. In De-

cemeber she won the Calcutta
Racehorse Owners Society Cup,

- a valuable sweepstakes for 2-

y-0. The Madras Race Club
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Track Lighting (foreground) wins the Indian Derby from
Christoffee (rails) Happy Landing and Furioso (No.7),
in one of the most stirring finishes of a classic. Three
heads separated the first four horses. Track Lightning,
an odds-on favourite, managed to win the prize despite
shifting out to the extreme outside during the last

phase of the Derby battle.

had arranged to relay commen-
tary of both the Queen Elizabeth
Cup It and Champagne Stakes
races. This did not disrupt the
commentary of either Bangalore
or Hyderabad races. The timings
were different.

The final result might have
justified the expenses the MRC
incurred towards relaying these
two races. |Incidentally the
Champagne Stakes outcome
might have cheered the hearts
of the Madras owners who
bought a full brother to Indra
at the MRC auction sales last
month at Guindy for a price
of Rs. 1.40.000.

Rlpples Ripple

It is most unfortunate that
after making a winning debut
(the following descriptive by
a race scribe may also be
interesting: Last off and last
till 600 to be 2nd last wide
into the straight, came up fast
from distance wearing down
Port of Cail won), Ripples should

have been disqualified following
his failure in a dope test His
trainer, D. P. Pandole has been
suspended. A further enquiry
has been ordered into the
circumstances under which the
colt was doped.

Cases are known of older
horses having been doped. But
that in his very first race he
should have been subjected
to this unwholesome manner
of winning makes it all the
more despicable. What a dope
is may be difficult to define
But the authorities having come
to the conclusion that the colt
was doped. The matter should
rest there. There is no denying
that those indulging in such
acts should be punished ruthles-
sly. Two years ago at the Mysore
season in the 2,000 Guineas,
Well Connected was found to
have been doped and the prize
was later awarded to second
placed Nicolette.

Candidus.



Adenwalla Deserves a Medal

proved rapidly, Commissar, Happy Land- top fetthe alter winning the South India
g and Momend To Moment. By, Lo clekin the
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AL the 400m pest Barclay rde Track Blue Etubhud of the Indidn Turf. Barckny
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by the buge srowd in the final

Khartcum  Plate from a medicon: bt
of ¥-A borae.
Wi who was tnken on a starl-
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course last Sunday. The suspense dig Docwed hi:" Furjoss,  Muyapan, at the B00m. post. Barclay put the when both Minsky in the middle and

not end here but actually mesnied Comunissar, Momenl To Moment and Lighining in top pesr wih the resubt Divine GHl on ihe outsds . overtook

for the next minutes til the judge gave HAPPY Landing. thet: he n 1o shorten his sirides him. Under full whip Vigososo made

hix verdict which had a fairy tale ending Just as the supporiers of Track Lightn- midwey ap mnjgl:rLHnwer-'erﬂuﬁ-E the most of his bght bmpest o come

Al one heard was Mo, B, The res DB Were g:ﬂl'l&. ready 1o cound the showed his elass by i]lmrjf‘g back with @& second wind Lo score

S N B the ok ol o Bumber of lengths their chumpion would  Lighining to drift out instesd of Bghting 1-1/4 lengths from [wvine Gifl w

Bom PRV wan by the complexion of the race with him. which may have cost him Minsky a close thisd, Spocting Tradition
Teock Liphening. the hat-moneypublic <henged completely within @ few the race. Tan an improveabhe feurth,

favourite, won . Happy seconds. Track Lightning whese burst  Bal Lagad who 18 a man of few  With Wind scored her second

landiog and Furioso, ali four being of speed was utilised too soon by Braclay words. troined Christoffe to the minute consecutive win  when annexing the

a head vach in the excellent began to - shorten his sirides and veer and Bad hibm booking 3 pictire of fnes Canny  Soot Mlate 8t the ol

dme of 2,351/ %55 L el under’ pressure, with Christolie on in the paddock He ran & great race Rebel Lass who  fnished- 3/ ng]h"
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= should 1" say, -Tather in a huny 80d ¥ Landing meving [astast of Mayapan from the 1.200m post: | da hw gour and Arin isap-

= bw Sandy Barciay wns bred by Mrs them all and gaining ground oo the not subscribe 1o thet view. Chridoffe po by ing & poor fourth.

Mehra st the Usha Stud and gave [Fio in frond is 0 solid stayer who leacks the speed  Bow Henvan ol & winrner a lon

the owner, . trainer and jockey E‘l-d_r A 100m, from the post it was any of Treck Lighining inside the distance. way [rom home 1o claim the o
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Furioso, Hn%p Landing., Commissar, Whipped relentiessly by Craine inches India hope. 10 be from now on, bs be

Moment To Moment, Track u;hr.uh:g behind: Furioso, with esh riding - However, I henour had to be bestowed  Is on the trend, Trinity Cal
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Thee pace then quickened and Mayvepan Fifty metres from the post it was @fficult ing the Psgﬂmﬂnm & Cup  from - foe V-A horses oves 1,200 metres, Black
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In the event of the day, when ran & Buenl second and needs & dightly ahmm-mmm;mummﬁ av.
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Track Lightaing triumphs
in most
exciting Derby

By PEGASUS
BOMBAY, February 1.

I}EPH‘E rinning erratically
mos! of the 2007 metres
trip-and shifting out alarmingly
iy bty Addee
g. antly  ‘ridden

by Sandy Harclay, triumphed
in a faniastic finish W& 1he moss
exciting Indian Derby  ever
run bere ioday bo eredit Mo oand
Me 5 C Kbhatau and. - Maessrs,
C: M. Khalao and K O Khilau,
who have maoed guality horses
through 1hs years, with theic List-

eyer a.nn: at r]'u.'l. cemie
Tk the . odds-on
fawcefiie in Use ¢ight-Barse Beld whin

Wiis mmani by Tami and bred by
s Veema Hn-_'hrl et tha Ushy 5h.|d
won= from wilhk Happ

LandlEng thind und Filﬁr.ldu En '-H'L

E‘:I.!E i “mlnm:.‘ iz a HTE-
Nilgiris Plate
for Rich Reins

HYDERABAD, Febrmey 1 (UTNE:
Rich Relms, trased by B, 5. Reckly anid
&hly ridden by McKeown, claimed the
Méiliwiris Plabe, the main event of the
16tk day of Hydevabad Wmler Roces
hers joday.

Trzines Masgabstker maddled o brace,
while jockeys McKzown anl  Keran

_ Simph dieérd home iwn winnes sack.

Ehsirigubiad - Ploter 190 peeress

~ Direnm. Princess 46.5 (4slam Khan) 1,

Mutt Rock 2, Kiisn Babadur 3. Heden
Hilt &, Bs B ®s, & R4, 6 (Hyder Al
Ehank

which =& o B two oynubes, 3% 374
mecabds, whivh # the sime ny that
sararnsd by Meliwk [ast réae  for
ihe 2,4000 metres iripo

T Hocw moswire -of Lhe greainess of
the  Grey  Goston-Traoed - call, whis
wan  ths* Bangolo Susmer -Calls
Tral md Dertr, the Basgalone Wiz
e 1000 Goineas and the Sputh
isdls Dertd w Mndies 1840 e fdfs
mninded the diffdsniies han- plagied
him fram he san of 1ke moe wism
by dusBed sopon alter geiting off, snd
i s onuiba o the excellence ob
the judgmanr al Ea.-cl.iy. who did nat
'I-'IHT: r.i:nr:dm l:mm: ta  pasher ]:I.I.:f
b 1] ui g hm onl mgardes
hlpi- nat eeeing a2 :I:ral;pn eniarse, chel
h: could |:arr:.' g{:u pures 1o
vigtary, Had he sot erralic the
Fdge would noy have had recourse
1o the phofo-finish capmera pricg and
| E];]ﬂ.l:h:l.g wonld have besn the
wiRAET wrveral - limptha,

It was & popd doy for fallows=rs a
ol the meoey e fve sk favousises
woted B the sightrses cord end it
was am excellzal afiernoen’ for trainer
B Manmlorksr, who was saddilng
hotars aller & Joop period of ms=
menson, He' jins] s ieble wdth
the Shinde-riddss Widk The Wind and
Ber Hewwen ang Mah Moor 5. 5
Sheh =ant el twn wirners m o Dl
ma And Hoval Serides -

MAYAFAN LEATH

AaFngail sdtlled down fo l=ad the
Dby flejd aad. we folowed by
Funiosh,  Chnsioffe. Cominiedr, Haps
pf Llandwg Moment  To Mament,
Tmck Lightming, sk dicked wmon on
w s and ".?-:l!-:hrnr!nr whs maf st
ool AL The [ANE Mavaoan wes (B
ore and 2 Balf 'll:u:l.'l'ﬂ clear of
ChristafTe and Tarioso. Fieghl krarhs
behizdl - came  Fnper Landing  wich
Commivar, Tmck  Lightnmg, Mo

Mﬂ‘l‘lﬂnlnrlrnil’n Bk R e

ment Ta Moment snd Volosezky fole |
ll.r'rl:li in -ahat gnder,

1he Balfway mack, Mazapa was |

Hlﬁ Iu:.yh i Fegoe. of Chzisafte,
who was e I-.-n h tiear of Furioe |
sa, Four lengths behind came Heppy
Landing 'th. {urrm'm- three lenfihs
away., Tiecdk Lighinimg mod Meoonen
To Momenr Johowed of miecvals of
twe lemphd with  Valarogky fastig
.mm]u Furthes amayv. Track Lighia-
i lrrll:lrrwr:] mapilly from fhe - 30,
ut which <ma= Be wes ahout 13

l=ngihe behind the fgader, amnl shin |

ther eoderad the sivaight  the eader
wit Chrsiefe.  Mayapon, Track
Lighinlag. Fuekeed, Compmisaar,
ov - Landag. - dMament
gad Valitarky.

ROAR OF APPROVAL -

Teack Ligh strnde ool rewe
Pately apd was clear st che 400 28
whic siage Chifsiodle,  Mavipam,

Furlnso, Crmmbsar, Moment To Me-
mil nnd Huppy Landing followsd, Ax

Haps |
Tir - Mamend |

18 Frodl rundérs ®larked 1o plod as |
Track Lightrdng shified odp apd eocs- |

troved 1o &G :od oy Hoppy Land-
ing travelled®aerr [esl, four horses
ware Eﬁ fhhl.'h%_ Pbglu{m
md ex mg ol 1 a
the width of the 1oack h:wui:g
Lightning end “ihe oiberd (hire -u.

E daal -of specahitica showt she
'I-I-l-'1 e oo, Tflg-'fu.__']m'l Bl
noEnesment of Track Ligh'nong’s vie-
lorr was - greeied by o tremendoics
roar of approval  from the Swest
colousful cwowd which & & repehis
[ezimre of Derdy Dav. Meoowsm| To
Meoment way fdfh, - Movapio ®xih,
Comrizsar sevenl hand Valesozky a
bhad laxs.

Vigorsa, Mo A T Feomandea's
Rﬂpmra.:-"l‘p.'l'ng' Wars  fhep-yeas-ald,
made n winmng delvor e Blchest
clasd whes he made o succtsfel #ar
In-fimish cffort in ibs* (200 merres
PO Rallan  Traphs Cipgwlle the
gierds it Incked 8 F copreeighd Min-
ey amd Diviees Qi wonuld Bartk g
Hear of dmiver-Ragromuhs ward,
hot Aslzm  Ksder |lesgefed o Sccood
eHort pod of Biew and he wane eleir
for o cet-aed-a-fuarer-imgits’  wm
ovpr Diviee Giff.: who wos ‘A feck
i froat ol Misky.
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The Derby Stakes, tradi-
tionally referred to as simply
‘The Derby’ was first run in
England in 1780. Apart
from becoming a permanent
feature of that counfry’s
sporting calendar, it also be-
came the Ffons et orige of
similar races tun all o ower
the world, one of thesc being
our own Indian Derby, ‘the
39th running of which is
scheduled for Sunday, Febru-

ary lsL
In the past five years, the
race ‘has frequenily been

devoid of competitive interc-
st with often only one con-
tender being fancied, parti-
cularly in 1977 (Squanderer
at 4/l on) and 1979 (Royal
Tem — no bats),
Fortunately, 1981 promi-
ses to be a better year wilh

at least 4 of the 8 ¢ 50
likely contenders running with
more than just their owners’

confidence riding on - their
backs.

Foremost of these iz Track
Lightning, the magnificent
bay son of Grey Gaston —
Traxana, by Sound Track.
Certain to be the favgprite,

this colt comes off a sparkl-
ing win. in the South [India
Derby over 21400 metres,
where he proved his  ability
to siay the distance. His
sire has already produced
one Indian Derby winner
in Manitou, while his dam
is responsible for the out-
standing Track Star (10 wins
from 11 staris), Track Flame
(successful in Clagg ), Grey
Flash (now in Class T), Lord
Henry and Vogue.

Track Lightning
The Edge

— Anil Mukhi —

Easy to seitle anywhere in
the ficld, Track Lightning is
the epitome of a professio-
nal racehorse, He has the
competitive spirit, class and
turn of foor requircd to  win
and will not be lacking in
assistance from the saddie,

Perhaps the only factor
pgainst Track Lighming will
be the fact that he has under-
gone a lomg journgy from
Madras. Yet he went so well
in his final gallop on the 27th
morning that it is evident thay
he has adjusted (o his new
surroundings. If ali goes well,
he will surely give his own-
ers their first ever opportunity
of leading in a Classic Win-
ner on the Mahalakshmi
track.

Bombay's principal hcpe i
Christoffe (Lapdigou — Chr

istmas Eve, by Toomai), a
half-brother 1o Indian S&. Le-
ger winner Richeliew. The
only horse in the field to have
beate: Track Lightning. Chr-
istotic represents a formid-
able challenge, particularly as
he is completely at home on

. the track which Track Light-

ning haq never raced on,

Christpffe’s last run in the
R, R. Ribia Cup was most
imprassive, hig win being
spotted 4 long way from home
and his viotim on that day.
Carnival, franked the form
with a sparkling wviclory in
the Rajpipla Gold Trophy.
Christoffe, whose condition is
cxcellent, will certainly app-
reciate a cracking pace but
may be lucky to pet one un-
less a recognised pacemaker
obliges.

The other local hops is In-
dian 2000 Guineas winner
Furioso (Al Marzouk — Free
Fairy, by Never Never). An
cxtrémely  COUrAgeOus and
tough customer, Furioso re-
pelled all the challenges

.thrown at him in the [ndian

2000 Guineas and there is no
reason 1o believe that he will
not attempt te do so again.
Yet it will be a monstrous
task for him to cope with the
likes ‘of Track Lightning and
a renewed Christoffe.

Wha: is more, Furioso has
not raced since December 21,
a long gap of 6 weeks, tho-
ugh he did have a mock
race on January 18th. I he
can overcome these [actors,

{(Contd. on p. 2)



VILLIES PARADING IN THE PABPDOCK BEFORE THE OAXS

——— — p.
¥ 35 i'.':-"...‘f‘- 3

- AR Sl . |

-t gl e o S ey T e

L i ¥ .I
-ﬂ"a.. ~ !' !|.;.|'- [ #l-x
RS EATIL

et i 2

- e mandwa wacrnlfe in

T certmimly run 8 game race.

he will bave proved himself
e be an even betler racehorse
than we already know bim o

tage of running in the coloars
of Ranjit ¥. who  Tas
heen Jucky in

has to his ~ victories
over Furioso and Chrstoffe.
Unfortunately he  contracted
a debilitating  illness which)
lasted  for  several moaths
and set him' back  severcly,
Now coming "back to his best
form, Happy Landing should

The big chestnut Mayapan
(Simead — Purita by Cornish

is still 4 maiden. Though
msidens have won the  In-
dian Derby before — Pyure
Miya scored his  only race-
COUrse SECCess in this® rece






